Rivers Bring Life to Farms and Cities

he Nile River ‘Pssst, over here!” A young boy
waves to you with a smile. He invites you to join him
on his small sailboat.“l can show you the Nile River!”

The Nile River flows through the heart of Cairo, Egypt’s capital.

“Why should I see the Nile River?”

you ask.

The boy can hardly believe anyone
would ask such a question. “Because
it’s one of the most famous rivers in the
world! Because it’s the most important
river in my country, Egypt!”

You look out across the river. There
are boats of all kinds, large and small.
The hot sun shimmers on the water.
A cool breeze would feel good, and so
would a rain shower to cool things off.

“OK, let’s go!” you say. Your new
friend tells you his name is Ahmed (AH
med). He is in his early teens and makes
his living guiding tourists on the Nile
River. Together the two of you set off on
the river in Ahmed’s boat. After a few
minutes you look back at the land. You
see trees lined up along the river. Behind
the trees there is sand. There is sand
everywhere, as far as you can see into
the distance. The Nile River flows right
through the Sahara, one of the driest

deserts in the world.




“Nearly everyone in my country lives
close to the Nile River,” Ahmed says. “It’s
our main source of drinking water. And
it provides the water that farmers use to

”
grow food.

The Nile River is a wide, powerful
river, the longest river in the world.
It carries Ahmed’s boat as if it were
a feather. Suddenly you see something
familiar in the distance.

“The Great Pyramids (PTHR uh
mihdz),” Ahmed says, pointing to them
proudly.

You remember learning about the
pyramids in first grade. Now you decide
to show off what you learned.

“Thousands of people worked for many
years to build those pyramids,” you say.
“They brought huge blocks of stone to
build them. They used boats on this river
to carry the stone blocks.”

Ahmed nods in agreement.

It’s hot and you're getting thirsty. You
think about all those workers sweating in
the hot sun to build the pyramids. “What
did they eat and drink out here in the
desert?” you ask Ahmed.

“Even though most of my country is
desert, farmers have always grown plenty
of food,” he explains. “After all, they had
to feed thousands of people living in cities.
But the only way they could do it in this
dry place was to
use water from
the Nile River for
irrigation (ihr
uh GAY shun).

vocabulary
irrigation moving
water from a river or

lake to dry land to
help grow crops

“For thousands of years we have
depended on the river to provide
irrigation water to put on farmers’
crops. We say the river’s water gives
life to the farmer’s thirsty crops.”

The sun is setting in a golden sky.
You and Ahmed make plans to visit
the pyramids on another day.

The Yellow River

Another river that brings water to
farmers’ fields is the Yellow River in China.
[ts name comes from the color of its water,
and that color comes from the tons and
tons of silt in the river. As we move along
the river, we see
a young boy

silt fine particles of

helping his soil carried by the
father in a rice

field near the
Yellow River. Let’s stop and ask the boy

what he’s doing.

“Why are you standing in this ditch?”
you ask.

“I'm clearing out the weeds and twigs
so the water can get through,” he answers.

“Why do you have to do this?” you ask.

“We clean out the ditches so that
irrigation water from the Yellow River can
flow through them and bring life to our
rice field,” he answers.

“If we don’t put water on our rice
plants in exactly the right way,” he
continues, “the rice won't grow. If the rice
doesn’t grow, my family will lose money
because we won't have rice to sell. Maybe
I won't be able to get a new radio then.
That’s what I'm saving money for.”




