Dangers and Navigation Along Rivers (]

he Mississippi River

In the 1850s, a young man

named Sam was studying to be a river pilot on the

mighty Mississippi River.

A river pilot is a person who steers
boats around dangerous places in a river.
He brings the boat’s passengers and cargo
safely to their destinations. If he makes a
mistake, all may be lost. As Sam once
said, “Your true [river] pilot cares nothing
about anything on earth but the river, and
his pride in his [job is greater than] the
pride of kings.”

The mighty Mississippi River, like
many rivers, changes its path hour by
hour. It goes around sand bars, moves
them, and changes its course. It rolls logs
over and hides them beneath its water.
River pilots have to look for things like
tiny ripples in the water or a dark patch
that wasn’t there a week before. These
signs show where a log or rock may be
hiding, waiting to damage the boat or
cause a wreck.

There is a lot for a river pilot to look
out for on a river as big as the Mississippi.
The Mississippi has other big rivers
flowing into it. A smaller river that flows
into a larger river is called a tributary
(TRIH byuh ter ee). Two important
tributaries of the Mississippi River are the
Ohio River and the Missouri River.

Sam was helping out on a riverboat
that carried a number of river pilots as

passengers. They were checking on the
logs, sand bars, and other dangers of the
river. The pilots told each other about
their own travels and asked each other
questions. This was good information
for Sam. But as they talked, Sam became
more and more worried. Years later he
remembered all this and wrote about

what happened.

The thing that was running in

my mind was, ‘Now, if my ears hear
aright, I have not only to get the
names of all the towns and islands
and bends, and so on, by heart, but
I must even get up a warm personal
[friendship] with every old snag and
one-limbed cottonwood and . . .
wood-pile that ornaments the banks
of this river for twelve hundred
miles; and more than that, I must
actually know where these things
are in the dark.’

Sam worked hard to become a river
pilot. He wrote magazine articles about
his work. Sam’s full name was Samuel

Langhorne -
Clemens. He vocabulary
: tributary a
used the name stream or smaller
Mark Twain river that flows into

when he wrote.




In the early 1800s, riverboats were a common sight on the Mississippi River.

Two of Mark Twain’s best-known books
are The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. These
books are still popular today.

Another Dangerous River

Caprains and pilots of ships and boats
everywhere face many dangers. In some
places the danger might be ice instead of
logs and rocks.

For example, the Ob (ahb) River in
Asia has its source in the mountains of
central Asia near Mongolia.

The Ob River flows north through the

swamps, forests, and vast wastelands of

Siberia for hundreds of miles. Its mouth is
at the Arctic Ocean.

As the river flows north, the climate
changes. Temperatures begin to drop
below freezing, and ice forms on the river.

The greatest danger along the Ob River
is ice. Winter begins early and lingers late
in the Arctic, so river pilots on the Ob
must keep a close eye on the calendar
as well as on the thermometer. If they
launch their boats too early in the spring,
or too late in the fall, they will find huge
ice blocks jamming the northern stretches
of the river. Because of the extreme weather,
ships can travel parts of this river only a
few months out of the entire year.
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