A River Viewed From Above

he Murray River To see a large section of a river,
we’ll have to go up in an airplane. Let’s try seeing the
Murray River this way. The Murray River is the longest
river in Australia and a popular one for vacations.

“Where do you want to start exploring
the Murray River?” our pilot asks.

“Begin at the beginning, please,” you
answer. “Let’s go to the source of the river.”
The source is the very beginning of a river,
probably a tiny trickle of water hidden
away in hills or mountains.

The pilot turns our plane toward the
southeastern corner of Australia. We make
a bumpy landing, on an unpaved strip of
grass. We're now in the Great Dividing
Range, Australia’s highest mountains. The
Murray River begins near Australias highest

peak, Mount Kosciusko (kah zee US
koh). In the spring, melting snow flows
down the hillsides and adds water to the
streams below us. We take a good look at
the mountains around us and then board

our small plane again.

“Watch carefully below us,” the pilot
advises. “Soon the river will really look
like a river.”

Our plane winds along between
mountains, and soon we see a dark line
on the ground below us. The trickle of
water at the river’s source has become a

river that we can see.

‘A small plane flies over the Murray River in Australia.




Melting snow near the base of Mount Kosciusko is the source of the Murray River.

“Fasten your seat belts again,” the pilot
warns. “We're going to land and take
another look at the river.” We find
ourselves alongside the river. The air is
warm and dry here. We see fields of
melons, orchards of orange trees, and
vineyards growing grapes. Everything
looks juicy and sweet.

“The Murray River provides irrigation
water for farming here,” the pilot tells us.

“The hot
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vocabulary summers are

orchard an area
where a large
number of fruit trees

good for
growing crops,
but the crops
need plenty of
water in the
heat.”

have been planted
vineyard an area
where grapes are

So do we. The juice and water we
brought along come in handy. As we
drink, we admire the sheep and cattle
eating the green grass in the pasture.

“Could we go to the mouth of the river
now?” we ask the pilot. We want to see the
river’s mouth because that’s where the river
ends and its waters empty into the ocean.

On our way along the river’s path, we
see many lakes below us. Some are small,
but some are quite large. These lakes were
made by building dams to hold back the
river's water. The dams cause the water in
the river to back up and flood a large area,
thus creating lakes and reservoirs. From
our plane we can see that these lakes and
reservoirs have sailboats, houseboats, and
canoes on them.

“I like to come here with my wife and
daughters on vacation,” the pilot says. “We
rent a houseboat to live on for a week or
two. We travel around a lake, stopping to
swim and fish. Sometimes we go to one

of the nature (N
vocabulary
pasture land set
aside for cows,
horses, or other
animals to feed off
the natural grasses

parks where we

can see pelicans,
kangaroos, and

parrots.”




