Rivers Make Our Lives Better %

l he Yangtze River Whoosh! Our small boat is
almost flying through crashing waters. We are on

the Yangtze (YANG see) River in China.We give up trying

to steer our boat because the water is too wild.

“Watch out!” you shout. “Rocks
ahead!” Nobody hears you because the
water is making so much noise. We don
even feel the spray on our faces because
we're busy keeping our boat from tipping
over. Our little boat shoots out the end of
a canyon like a cannonball fired from a
cannon. Suddenly we slow down and the
river around us is calm and peaceful. We
have just gone through one of the famous
gorges along the Yangtze River. A gorge
is a narrow space between two cliffs or
mountains.

Dams have been built across many of
the gorges along the Yangtze River. But
the mighty Yangtze continues to flood
frequently and carry away land, crops,
animals, and people. To help control
the river, the Chinese are building the
largest dam in the world on the Yangtze
River. The dam is enormous.

Have you ever read about the Great
Wall of China? Well, this new Yangtze
dam is sort of like the Great Wall built
in water. It’s as wide as 22 football fields.
It will be called the Three Gorges Dam.

The dams of the Yangtze River hold the
river’s water back in large reservoirs (REH

zuh vwahrz).
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The reservoir reservoir a natural

water is used as lake, or a lake

created by people,
for the purpose of
storing water

drinking water
and for

irrigating crops - . ;
such as rice. The reservoir that will form

behind the Three Gorges Dam will be
almost 400 miles long,

The Indus River

Thousands of years ago, people living
along the Indus River in what is now
the country of Pakistan did not have
computers or even electricity. But they
had other things that they thought were
quite modern. For example the city of
Mohenjo-Daro (moh HEN joh-DAHR
oh), near the Indus, had a large building
called the Public Bath. Inside this
building was a pool about half the size
of a basketball court. It was made of
brick. Tt was really too small for
swimming, but people could wade in the
water. That was a pleasant change from
the dry desert heat outside the building,
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The water came to this building from the Bangladesh, where the Ganges River’s ?’

Indus River in underground pipes. mouth is found. Here the large river v

The Ganges River divides into many small ones that cross s

To many people in India, the water the coastal land. These rivers drop silt to

of the Ganges (GAN jeez) River is special. Create more Ial-ld at the edge of the sea. |

s Bl aes Eldo religion, the The silt that piles up at the mouth of the 3
) Ganges is a holy river. Poets have loved the Ganges forms a wedge of lanc? called a ‘

Ganges so much that they have written delta. You can usually recognize a delta 3 |

poems and songs about it. Sculptors have iangle on a map. Deltas are located at 53 §

carved fountains and statues to honor it. the mouths of
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mouth the place

8 where a river empties

of little rivers into a sea or other

some rivers,

Many Indians call the Ganges River

where fingers
Mother Ganges because it brings life to

dry lands. When the dry season has turned SO large body of water

s ; P 8 delta a triangular |
everything else to dust, the Ganges River before wiEE el &
s:all has water in it. The river also brings emptying into M mouth of a river
life to the people in the country of < —— e _ i

Hindu pilgrims bathe in the Ganges because they believe the water is holy. : Skl




