he Rhine River Did you know that there really are
castles like the ones in fairy tales? Old castles exist

in many places along the rivers of Europe.

The Rhine River flows past many castles like those in this photograph.

The Rhine River in Europe has many
castles along its banks. Most castles have
tall towers with windows so you can look
out across the land. You can imagine a
beautiful princess locked in the tower,
looking out the window and waiting for
help to come.

Near the bottom of most castles are
very thick stone walls. That’s because
most castles were used for protection
against enemy attacks. Castles along the
Rhine River were destroyed and rebuilt
many times in the past. Many people
wanted to own a castle along the Rhine.

Owners of castles stopped the boats
and ships on the river. The boats had
to pay a toll to pass the castle safely.
This way the castle owners earned a lot
of money, because the Rhine River has

always had plenty of traffic.

Today the Rhine is one of the busiest
rivers in the world, especially near its
mouth. The Rhine River empties into
the North Sea. The traffic of ships and
passenger boats where the Rhine River
and North Sea meet is often so thick that
the ship captains must be very careful
not to run into one another.




The Danube River

There are more castles along another
river of Europe, the Danube River. The
Rhine and the Danube begin very close
to each other, high in the mountains of
southern Germany. The Danube River
flows to the east through mountain valleys,
forests, cities, and plains to the Black Sea.

On its way east, the Danube crosses
or touches seven different countries. The
river is so important to these countries
that their leaders made a promise. They
agreed to allow everyone to use the
Danube River, even if their countries
disagree about other things.

The Volga River
Far to the east of the Rhine and Danube
rivers is the most important river of Russia,

the Volga River. Russian folk songs call it

Beloved Mother because it provides good
things to so many people. For example,
food, coal, lumber, and manufactured
goods are shipped up and down this

wide river.

You might think these products would
not get very far, because the Volga empties
into the Caspian Sea and not into an ocean.
But a network of rivers and canals links the
Volga to the Baltic Sea in the north and to
the Black Sea in the south. From the Baltic
you can reach the Atlantic Ocean, and
from the Black Sea, you can reach the
Mediterranean Sea. So the Volga helps
Russia stay
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These boats are unloading cargo at one of the many ports on the Volga River.




The Niger River

Sometimes you can tell how important
a river is just by looking at the cities that
grow up along the river. The city of
Timbuktu, located along the Niger River
in the modern African nation of Mali, is
a good example.

Timbuktu has been a great trading
center for hundreds of years. If we had
visited the bazaar (buh ZAHR), or market-
place, in Timbuktu four or five hundred
years ago, we would have found it a busy
place, with buyers and sellers calling out
prices and smelly, ill-tempered camels
clattering along the streets. We would
probably have seen vendors selling salt,
ivory, ebony, wooden statues, and copper

Even today, camels are a common sight on the streets of Timbuktu.

rings. We might have smelled sweet
watermelons and cﬁught a whiff
of fish and onions on the grill.

All of these items and many more
moved up and down the Niger River
on boats. The African traders passed
hippopotamuses bathing lazily at the

river’s edge and floating near the sides

of the boats.

Even today the items for sale in local
marketplaces show how important the
Niger River is for people all over western
Africa. The hustle and bustle of these
ancient marketplaces remind us that
civilization not only springs up but also
continues to flourish by the riverside.




