he Parana River Imagine a waterfall so powerful

that its water “boils with foam.” The water “hurls
itself into space” over a cliff and crashes below with
enough force to shake the earth you stand on.

Such a waterfall really exists. It is called
Iguassu (ee gwuh SOQ) Falls, and it is
one of the biggest waterfalls in the world.
Iguasst Falls creates huge clouds of mist
that rise up into the air. It almost looks
like the water is flowing the wrong way

up to the sky!

Iguassd Falls is located in southern
Brazil on the Parand (pah rah NAH)
River. Of course, boats and ships cannot
possibly travel on this part of the Parand
River. But near the river’s mouth, on the
Atlantic Ocean, large ships can sail up the
Parand River for 400 miles. This is very
important for the country of Paraguay
(PAR uh gway). You see, Paraguay is a
landlocked country. That means it has no
ocean coast. It would be very difficult for
people in Paraguay to get goods to or

A fisherman on the Congo River lowers his fish traps into the raging waters.

from other countries if they didn’t have
the Parand River.

The Congo River

Now imagine a wide river with many
small waterfalls and islands in it in the
middle of Africa. This is the Congo River,
which flows from central Africa in a long
curve to the Atlantic Ocean.

It is very difficult for boats to travel
long distances on the Congo River. Sooner
or later they have to stop because of rapids,
islands, and other dangers in the river. The
people living along the Congo River have
built a railroad

along the part

landlocked cut off

of the river from the seacoast;

where boats surrounded by land

cannot pass.
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This illustration is one artist’s view of gold prospecting in the Yukon in the late 1890s.

Boats and ships pull over at one end of the
railroad. They unload their passengers and
cargo onto trains. Then the trains carry
everything to the other end of the railroad.
There, everything is loaded onto other

boats to continue up the river.

The Yukon River

In 1897 thousands of men discovered
the dangers of travel on the Yukon River
in Canada. These men were excited
because they were headed for new gold
fields where the Yukon River and the
Klondike River meet. The news of this

gold caused people to rush to the
Klondike area.

Hardly anyone going to the Klondike
knew much about the place. And they
probably didn’t care, anyway. Their minds
were on one thing—gold! Most of the

men hiked up mountain trails to a lake
near the source of the Yukon River. At the
lake they quickly built simple boats to sail
down the Yukon. They used anything
they could get their hands on to build
their boats.

In their hurry they often had too many
people on a boat and the boat sank. Even
worse, there were small waterfalls here and
there in the Yukon River. But these e
newcomers didn’t know about the river’s
dangers. At the end of May, about 800
boats left the lake and headed down the
river. About 150 of them were wrecked
on the way, and 10 people drowned.

Nearly 100,000 people tried to travel
on the Yukon River to get to the gold
fields. Historians tell us that only about
300 of them actually got rich.




