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In fact, it’s the world’s second-largest
country in land size—only Russia is
bigger. But this huge country has a small
population. Although the United States is
smaller in size than Canada, it has almost
nine times as many people.

The main reason that Canada has
so few people is its climate. Northern
Canada is very, very cold in the winter.
In the far north, winter temperatures
can be as low as —75° Fahrenheit.
Because northern Canada is so cold,
most Canadians live in the south,

- near the U.S. border.

Atlantic Provinces

Canada is divided into areas called
provinces and territories. There are ten
provinces, each with its own capital. On
the Atlantic coast are the provinces of
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island, and Newfoundland. These
provinces were settled in the 1500s by the
English and French, who caught fish to

send back to — —.}
Europe. Today, vocabulary

climate the usual
P le there weather of a place,
still make a including its !
living by temperature and i
ﬁshing. precipitation

3 Places in Canada

M any Kinds of Land Canada is located on the North American
continent, just north of the United States. Like the United
States, Canada stretches all the way from the Adantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean. But Canada is even bigger than the United States.

Small boats called dories are tied to a dock
in this fishing village in Nova Scotia.

A visitor would see lots of fishing
villages and small harbors full of boats. You
also might see something very exciting—
a whale. This area of the Atlantic Ocean
is home to these huge mammals. Many
people take boats out to sea, hoping to get
a close-up look at a whale.




Quebec and Ontario

West of the Atlantic provinces is
the large province called Quebec. Most
people in this province speak French.
Many street signs are also in French.
The people of Quebec are very proud
of their language and culture. So if you
meet someone in Quebec, say “Bonjour”

(bon ZHOOR) instead of “Hello”!

Quebec is home to two important
cities, Montreal and Quebec City,
its capital. Both are located on the
St. Lawrence River. Quebec City is
an especially beautiful place, full of
old buildings from the 1700s and 1800s.

Some of the buildings look like the kind of
castles or palaces you might see in Europe.

This old hotel in Quebec City is
on the St. Lawrence River.

To the west of Quebec is the province
of Ontario. More people live here than
in any other province. Canada’s capital
city, Ottawa, is in Ontario. So is its
largest city, Toronto. Toronto is full
of tall, modern buildings. In fact, it has
the tallest freestanding structure in the
world—the CN Tower, which is 1,800
feet high. It looks similar to a giant
doctor’s needle.

Middle and Western Provinces

In the middle of Canada is the province
of Manitoba. Manitoba has huge lakes
and beautiful forests. Its capital city is
Winnipeg. Manitoba was once a center
of beaver trapping. But the most famous
animal from Manitoba wasn’t a beaver.
It was a little black bear who became the
pet of a Canadian soldier. The soldier
took the bear to London, England, and
gave it to the London Zoo.

One day, an English writer saw the
bear in the zoo. He noticed that the bear’s
name was Winnie. (The Canadian soldier
had named her after his hometown,
Winnipeg.) When the writer A. A. Milne
wrote a story about an imaginary bear,

he called his bear Winnie-the-Pooh.

West of Manitoba are the provinces of
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Saskatchewan
has wide, flat plains on which farmers
grow wheat. In Alberta they grow wheat
too, and they also raise cattle. As in
America, people who help raise cattle
are called cowboys.




Every year the world’s biggest rodeo,
called the Calgary Stampede, is held in
Alberta. There youd see cowboys riding
on wild bulls or unbroken horses called
broncos. These bulls and horses try to
throw their riders off. The rider’s goal is
to hold on for eight seconds. This doesn'
sound like a long time—unless you're on
the back of a huge bull that’s trying to
throw you off!

In recent years, the oil industry has
replaced farming and ranching as Alberta’s
most important industry. Oil money
helped build the world’s largest mall in
Alberta’s capital city of Edmonton.

On the western coast of Canada is the
province of British Columbia. The Rocky
Mountains run through the eastern part of
the province. (These are the same Rockies
that run through the western United
States.) Much of the land is forest, so many
people here cut down trees for lumber.

This glacier, called Kaskawulsh Glacier, is in Kluane National Park in the Yukon Territory.
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rodeo a gathering
~ at which cowboys

~ show off their roping
‘and riding skills

citizens in
British
Columbia
trace their
roots back to
England. Many people in Vancouver have
families who came from Asian countries

such as China.

Northern Territories

The northwestern part of Canada is
divided into three territories. These are
the Yukon Territory, the Northwest
Territories, and Nunavut. The Yukon
Territory is named for the Yukon River.
In the late 1800s, gold was discovered
there. People from all over the world
hoped to get rich by digging up gold. But
most of them went home disappointed.

Today the Yukon has a small population.

Even fewer people live in the
Northwest Territories and Nunavut.




These areas are covered with ice and snow
for eight months of the year. Many of the
people who live here are Inuit. In fact,
Nunavut has been set aside as a special
Inuit homeland. (Its name means “Our
Land” in the Inuit language.)

In many ways, the lives of the Inuit
have changed. Today most Inuit houses
are made of wood, not snow. And Inuits
now are more likely to ride around on
snowmobiles than dogsleds. But the Inuit
still hunt the same animals their ancestors
hunted. If you were invited to an Inuit
dinner, you

vocabulary 3
-";L-!:?;ia_'fl'lbbil' a large deer;
~ also called a reindeer

might be served
walrus, seal,
or caribou!

rebel to fight against something

A Close Neighbor

It’s important for Americans to know
something about Canada, since this
country is our next-door neighbor, and
it’s always good to know your neighbors.
But Canada and the United States aren’t
just neighbors—they’re also close friends.
If you visit Canada, you will get a warm
welcome. Canadians will be eager to
show you around and tell you more
about their country. If you go in the
winter, remember to dress very warmly.
Bring your coat and gloves. And you'll
need a hat to keep your head warm—
even though it doesn’t have to be made
out of beaver fur!
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caribou a large deer; also called a reindeer

climate the usual weather of a place, including its temperature and precipitation
colony land that is settled far from the country that governs it

continent one of Earth’s seven large landmasses

culture the language, religion, customs, and traditions of a group of people
mosaic a picture made up of many small pieces of colored tile

multicultural having people from many cultures and backgrounds

rodeo a gathering at which cowboys show off their roping and riding skills

traitor someone who betrays, or turns against, his or her country




