_The Story of Canada_2

wo Languages You remember that the two main languages of

Canada are French and English. This is because, beginning in
the 1500s, many people from the European countries of France and
England came to settle in Canada.

By the time the Europeans came, Inuits traveled across the snow in sleds
people had already lived in Canada for pulled by dogs. When they were away
thousands of years. Today these people are from home, some of them even made
called native Canadians or First Nations temporary shelters out of blocks of snow.
Peoples. When the Europeans came, they These snow houses were called igloos.
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own cultures, languages, and religions. . )
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Native Peoples so the native peoples who lived there

In the north lived the people called the made their houses out of wood. They
Inuit. Northern Canada is covered almost also used wood to make many other
all year long with ice and snow. So the items. One of these items was a totem
Inuit had to be very strong and clever to pole—a tall post carved with pictures of
survive. They hunted the animals that live animals and people. These carvings were
in the frozen north—whales, walruses, supposed to stand for friendly spirits of
seals, and polar bears. When the sea was the native religion.

frozen, they fished in it by cutting holes
in the ice.

The picture shows an Inuit snow village.



In the middle of Canada were wide-
open plains. The native people in this area
survived by hunting buffalo. They had
several clever ways of hunting the huge
creatures. Before they got horses from
Europeans, fire was their most important
weapon. They would set fires, which scared
the buffalo. The frightened buffalo were
driven over cliffs or into corrals that the
Indians had built. The native people then
killed the animals with bows and arrows.

The natives of the plains were always
traveling around, following the buffalo
herds. So they invented a kind of house
that they could pick up and take with
them. This was a cone-shaped tent called
a tepee.

The eastern coast of Canada was home
to native peoples who lived by hunting and
by farming. Unlike the people of the plains,
the eastern natives settled in one place,
living in big homes called longhouses.

These were the native peoples the
Europeans met when they sailed
across the Atlantic in the 1500s.

Europeans Come to Canada

The first Europeans who came to
Canada weren' even trying to get there.
Instead, they were trying to get to Asia.
Asia had precious things that Europeans
wanted—gold, jewels, and spices.
European explorers hoped to find a
short route to Asia by sailing across the
Adantic Ocean. But instead they bumped
into the huge continents of North and
South America. One of the places they
found was the most northern part of

North America, or Canada.

First English and then French explorers
came to Canada. At first they were
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This painting shows native Canadians hunting buffalo. In the spring, the snow was
still hard enough to hold a man, but the heavy animals fell through.




But soon they found out that Canada
had other things to offer, such as fish and
beaver fur. Fish and beaver fur probably
don’t sound as exciting as gold and jewels,
but they were very valuable anyway. The
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Canada
was full of fish that could be dried and
sent back to Europe for people to eat.
Rich Europeans were willing to pay a

lot of money for hats made out of beaver
fur. They were supposed to be warmer
than any other kind of hat.

The English and the French settled
in different places. The English settled
mainly on the Atlantic coast. The French
claimed the area along the St. Lawrence
River. On the banks of the St. Lawrence
they founded two big cities, Montreal
and Quebec (kwuh BEK). They called

their part of the country New France.

War in Canada
Then, in the 1700s, war broke out

between the English and the French.

At first they fought only in Europe.

This scene shows British soldiers climbing
the cliffs near Quebec.

Soon they were fighting in Canada

too. Then, in 1759, the English attacked
Quebec, the main city of New France.
The French soldiers had a strong position,
on top of a tall cliff. But the English
launched a surprise attack. They sailed

up the river at night and then climbed
the cliffs. The fierce fighting left many
soldiers dead. In fact, both the English
general and the French general were
killed. The English won the battle,
and soon they had conquered all
of New France.

Now all of Canada was
ruled by the English, even
though many French
people still lived there.
The English promised
that they could keep
their language
and culture.




So the people in the French part of
Canada kept their old customs and went

on speaking French.

At this time the English also ruled
colonies to the south of Canada. In 1776,
people in these colonies rebelled. They
declared that they were now a new
country—the United States of America.

Not all of the American colonists
wanted to break away from England.
Thousands of these colonists moved
north to Canada, where they could stay
under English rule. The Americans called
these people Tories—a shameful name
that came to mean something like
“traitors.” The Canadians called them
Loyalists—a respectful name for
people who were true to their king.

Canada Expands West

In the 1800s, Canada spread westward,
all the way to the Pacific Ocean. (The
United States was spreading westward at
the same time.) European Canadians
settled areas where only native peoples had
lived before. They often treated the
natives badly, pushing them off their land.
But one group of Canadians became
known for treating the native peoples
with respect. This was the Royal
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After Americans loyal to England arrived in Canada, they
chose a slip of paper that gave them a plot of land.




In the late 1800s, western Canada was
like the Wild West in the United States. It
was a violent place, where people often
broke the law because there was no one to
stop them from doing it. The Mounties
were set up to bring law and order to the
area and to help protect the natives.
Wearing handsome bright red uniforms,
the Mounties rode on horses, tracking
down criminals. They were so brave
and so good at catching criminals
that they became heroes to people
all over the country.

Independence for Canada

Over time, Canada, like the
United States, broke away from
England. But it did so in a
peaceful way, without a
revolution.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the
English government gave Canadians more
and more say in running their country.
Today Canada is completely independent.
Like the United States, it is a republic in
which the people vote for their leaders.

Canada today is a free country with
many chances for people to live a better
life. In recent years people from all over
the world have come to Canada. The
native peoples, the French, and the
English have been joined by people from
places like Africa, China, and India. Some
Canadians like to say that their country is
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This Mountie and his
horse are shown in
front of the Federal
Parliament Building
in Ottawa, the capital
of Canada.
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